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Welcome back to the second half of the spring term. I do hope that you 
managed to have a safe and relaxing half term break and take advantage of 
the spring-like weather we experienced towards the end of the week. 
 

What a difference a year makes! This time last year news was emerging about something called 
Coronavirus – on the 9th March 2020 there were 5 confirmed cases in Essex. By the 23rd March, schools 
were partially closed and life changed for us all – of course no one realised for how long this would 
continue. The negative impacts of the pandemic are too many to list, not least of course the unfathomable 
numbers of deaths and sickness, which continue to increase every day. Everyone has been impacted both 
personally and professionally and schools have carried the emotional burden of many families whose lives 
have been turned upside down. 
 

As we return to school for the second half of the spring term, we find ourselves immersed in the season of 
Lent. A time of observance and preparation, a time traditionally used for fasting or the giving up of 
something, an invitation to make our hearts and minds ready for remembering Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection. Perhaps this year, more than ever, we understand the sacrifice and challenge involved in 
waiting. Waiting for good news, waiting for the vaccination roll out, waiting for lockdown to end, waiting for 
children to return to school, waiting for further Government announcements. The patience of the country 
has been tested and strained, no more so than within our schools. 
 

Yet as we return this week, we do so with a strong sense of hope, a renewal of strength for the weeks 
ahead, a light at the end of the tunnel, growing in brightness and leading us forward. The journey has been 
long and difficult, the challenges huge, the stresses tremendous but despite it all we carry on. Rising from 
the dark winter days we embrace the new season of spring that is nearly upon us. 
 

The wait is not yet over, we know there will be further challenges to overcome, but as we walk forward into 
the second half of the academic year, remind yourself “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” 
(Philippians 4:13) 

 

Monday 8th March 2021 – Return to School 
I am fairly certain that many of you, like me, were watching the Prime Minister’s 
speech to parliament and subsequent evening briefing to the nation on Monday. 
As we had been hoping and praying for we learned that all schools will return to 
full opening and full-time education on Monday 8th March 2021. This is real 
cause for celebration across all sections of society and we cannot wait to 
welcome all our children and families back to school on this date! Next week I will 
write to you with further details, information and reminders about this return to 
school but essentially it will look and feel very similar to how we operated in the 
autumn term from September to December 2020. 

 

Despite the excitement of returning to school we must remember that we still remain in a national lockdown 
and the roadmap to recovery is purposely cautious with future decisions based on scientific evidence not 
purely dates in the diary. The Government had always pledged to get schools back as a first priority and 
thankfully this is what we are seeing. However, all the systems of control and protective measures will still 
remain in place both in and out of school. We still need to continue with rigorous and regular handwashing, 
wear face coverings in crowded places (including when coming on to the school premises) where social 
distancing is difficult and above all maintain social distancing of 2 metres. 
 

Please look out for this letter early next week to refresh your memories as to how we can all adhere to the 
public health guidelines and ensure our children can safely return to school. From the 8th March 2021 
school attendance is mandatory and all children are expected to attend.   
 

 



Staffing Update 
We are delighted to welcome Ms Marshall back to school this week after a long and difficult recovery period 
from COVID-19. Thank you to all those people who have sent in their best wishes and offered prayer for Ms 
Marshall’s recovery. Although not back to 100% we are very pleased to see her back in school and I am 
sure the children in 6M will look after her in the days and weeks ahead. I am sure you will join me in 
thanking all those members of teaching and support staff who have stepped in and stepped up to cover Ms 
Marshall’s absence both in school and remotely since the beginning of January 2021. 
 

I regret to inform you that Mrs Ellena Yeates will be leaving St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England 
Junior School at the end of the spring term with her last day in school being Friday 26th March 2021. Mrs 
Yeates and her family are relocating to Norfolk and very excited to be starting a new chapter in their lives 
from Easter onwards. Mrs Yeates has been at our school since January 2013 and has taught across many 
year groups including booster classes, 1:1 tuition and regular PPA cover. She has experienced many of 
your children and also taken a lead on Religious Education across the school. I am sure you will join me in 
wishing her every success for the future and thank her for her care, dedication and commitment to our 
school family. 
 

Over the remaining weeks of this term we will be putting measures in place to ensure we are able to 
appoint a teacher to cover the 2 days of teaching responsibility vacated by Mrs Yeates for the rest of the 
academic year. 

 

School Uniform – Reminder! 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents that after the Easter break all 
children must be wearing summer uniform as set out in the school prospectus. The 
Governing Body continue to uphold high expectations by regularly reviewing and 
tightening up the uniform policy and we would request that all parents adhere to this. 
From the beginning of the summer term all children must wear summer uniform as set 
out in the school prospectus and homework diaries. 

 

All girls in Year 3 & 4 must wear the green checked gingham dresses as part of regulation summer 
uniform. Girls in Year 5 & 6 may choose to wear either the green checked gingham dresses or a white 
school polo shirt with logo with a grey skirt.  
 

Boys need a white school polo shirt with logo and shorts or trousers – also in grey.  
 

Shoes need to be sensible black leather shoes (not boots) with soft soles or leather 
sandals (black or brown). Black trainers are not permitted. We do not like lights or toys in 
the shoes so please bear this in mind when you are purchasing any new shoes, 
especially from Clarks. Incorrect or inappropriate uniform will be flagged up in the new 
term by putting a gentle reminder sticker in your child’s homework diary. Please help 
support us in achieving greater consistency, smarter presentation and a sense of pride – 
thank you. 
 

A reminder - jewellery can cause problems in school due to Health & Safety requirements. Children may 
wear an inexpensive named analogue or digital watch to school providing it is not too big or colourful and 
they will not be distracted by wearing it. Smart watches are not permitted in school. Smart watches can 
cause issues with data protection and data security if these devices are trying to access our school Wi-Fi or 
have the ability to record and/or capture video or audio. No bracelets, rings or necklaces are permitted.  

 

St Thomas of Canterbury Church 
St Thomas of Canterbury Church is open! Fr Mark and Fr Matthew have asked me to remind you that St 
Thomas of Canterbury Church is open for both private prayer and public worship. COVID-19 secure 
restrictions remain in place underpinned by their risk assessment and you should visit the church website 
for further details about how to engage in face to face worship safely. They would both be delighted to 
welcome you to the church. Services are also livestreamed through Facebook and the church website 
www.st-thomas.org.uk  
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.st-thomas.org.uk/


Parents’ Evening 
In a normal academic year I would at this point in the spring term be writing to you with details regarding 
Parents’ Evening. However this has been far from a ‘normal’ year! With the disruption caused to our 
teaching and learning this academic year and the recent prolonged period of lockdown and remote learning 
it makes little sense to have a Parents’ Evening in March as would traditionally take place. 
 

At present we are deliberating the best way to approach this important meeting and a chance to discuss 
your child’s progress but pehaps more importantly how we will set up a recovery curriculum to make up for 
the impact of enforced school closure. With this in mind our Parents’ Evening will move to the summer term 
when children will have settled back in to school and teaching staff will have had the opportunity to identify 
gaps, formulate assessments and identify next steps for progression and attainment. As well as focusing on 
academic aspects of schooling we will also be equally interested in social and emotional wellbeing. 
 

Once we have formulated our approach we will communicate this to you via our newsletter. Parents’ 
Evening will once again be a virtual video appointment as was the case in the autumn term (November 
2020). 
 

Finally…. 
During this period of lockdown and enforced school closure we have supported children and families with 
access to technology by supplying 40 laptop devices to those in need. This has ranged from supporting 
children who were trying to complete remote learning on a mobile phone to those families which were all 
trying to share one device. Some of these laptops have been procured through the DfE ‘Get Technology for 
Schools’ initiative with others purchased from the school delegated budget. We also received a very 
generous donation of £1,000. 
 

As we move closer to the 8th March and a return to school please can I remind those families who have 
been loaned a laptop that this device will need to be returned to school. It will then be cleaned and 
sanitised before being used in school. 
 

As wonderful as technology is I am sure many of us are suffering from screen fatigue. So much of our day 
to day interaction and work has moved online, from emails to video conferencing and it can start to take its 
toll. This weekend try to have a screen free period where you can get outside in your gardens, local parks 
and countryside and enjoy spotting the signs of spring emerging!!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As well as being St David’s feast day on Monday (1st March) it is also the National Offer Day for Year 6 
children starting secondary schools in September 2021. Please hold our Year 6 children and their families 
in your thoughts and prayers this weekend as they await the news on Monday to find out where they will be 
continuing their academic journey in September. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued trust and support. 
 
Stay safe everyone! 
 
 
 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: 
admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

