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As we prepare to draw the month of April to a close I am sure many of us may be 
wondering what has happened to the ‘April showers’? This month has been incredibly 
dry and also very cold in the mornings which will not have pleased any avid gardeners 
amongst us! As we prepare to start this weekend I am sure we are all looking forward 
to the extra day afforded to us with the Early May Bank Holiday Monday (3rd May 
2021). I pray that we are rewarded with fine weather and you can all make the most of 
the extra day to get out and about and possibly meet up with familiy and friends in a 
COVID-19 secure way. 
 

This week we have seen the launch of the ‘Walk to School – WOW Activity Tracker’ and already there are 
children on track to gain their first reward for travelling sustainably to school. After the first 4 weeks we will 
have a better idea of how our children and families travel to school and reward badges will start to make 
their way home. Remember you don’t have to walk the whole way to school if you live some distance away 
– instead park up 10 minutes away from school and walk the rest of the way. At this time of year it can 
make a pleasant start to the day, stimulate conversation, promote exercise and reduce congestion in 
Sawyers Hall Lane. Give it a go! 
 

It has been wonderful to see so many children in Year 5 returning their reply forms to start their 
Confirmation classes with Fr. Mark in May. At the last count we had over 20 children expressing an interest 
to take this next step in their journey of faith. If you are in Year 5 (or Year 6) and have yet to return it then 
please ensure it is in by Tuesday 4th May at the very latest. 
 

“For the Spirit that God has given you does not make you slaves and cause you to be afraid; instead, the 
Spirit makes you God’s children.” Romans 8:15 

 

Parents’ Evening 
Back in the autumn term, last November, we successfully conducted our 
Parents’ Evening meetings remotely using a video appointments 
platform called SchoolCloud. Little did we know back then what would 
unfold and the situation we find ourselves in now. In addition, the last 
minute enforced school closure in January 2021 also prevented us from 
holding our usual spring term parents’ evening event. 
  
Sadly, due to the continued health protection measures and systems of control we are implementing in 
school to keep our school and wider community safe we are still unable to hold face-to-face Parents’ 
Evening meetings as originally planned. It is with regret that we have once again had to make this decision 
but in the current climate where social distancing is such an important element of preventing the 
transmission of COVID-19 we cannot have a situation where we are bringing large numbers of adults 
together, increasing contacts and potentially undoing the robust work of our risk assessment process so far 
this academic year. 
 

However, I am delighted to inform you that we will be going ahead with virtual video appointments for 
Parents’ Evening using SchoolCloud once again. Next week we will be sending out further details about 
how this will work and how you go about booking video appointments with your child’s classteacher. 
Appointments will be available on Wednesday 26th May and Thursday 27th May 2021 between 4:00p.m. 
and 7:30p.m. The appointments will be kept strictly to 10 minutes per child. 
 

You will be sent instructions about how to book and log in to these video appointments where you will be 
able to see and speak to your child’s classteacher to discuss their progress this academic year, any gaps 
that are apparent in their learning and how we can work together to best support their curriculum recovery 
over the remainder of this academic year. As well as your child’s classteacher there will also be an 
opportunity for those children supported through our special educational needs (SEND) provision to meet 
with Mrs Moran our SENCo. Please note that Mrs Moran will only be available for appointments on 
Wednesday 26th May 2021. If you have recently had your One Planning review meeting for your child then 
it is not necessary to book another appointment as much of the relevant information will already have been 
shared with you. 



 

As with our face to face appointments children must not attend these virtual video meetings as it is 
important that they are conducted in a professional manner and parents and classteachers can have 
discussions without interruptions and maximise the limited time. The meeting should be conducted in a 
quiet environment free from distraction. 
 

If for any reason you are unable to access the video appointments on offer I would ask you to contact the 
School Office so we can discuss an alternative option. Thank you for your support and understanding in 
this matter. 
 

Dog Owners  
During the various lockdown periods and with adults and children having 
spent more time at home and undertaking daily exercise, many families have 
welcomed a new member to the household – a four legged friend! Nationally 
the numbers of families who have obtained a dog has risen dramatically as 
people take their furry friend on their daily walks and outdoor adventures. 
However, making this decision also brings with it added responsibilities and 
considerations. 
 

We have witnessed a growing number of parents bringing their dogs to and from school on the school run 
and although the vast majority are kept on a lead, under control and attended to, a minority have caused 
issues with frightening other children and not being cleared up for when they foul the footpath or grass 
verge. Please can I ask you to ensure you are aware of what your dog is doing, clean up after it if it fouls 
the pavement or surrounding areas and keep them on a short lead. Thank you for your co-operation in this 
matter.  
 

Harmful Sexual Behaviour & Peer on Peer Abuse Policy 
You may have become aware of the national media coverage of the ‘Everyone’s Invited’ website which 
emerged over the Easter school holiday period. This website gathered statements from young people who 
had been subjected to harmful sexual behaviour and peer on peer abuse, often in schools. Although this 
could be considered primarily a secondary school issue it is very important that we maintain a ‘it could 
happen here’ approach. 
 

Harmful sexual behaviour is clearly a very concerning issue and we all know that peer on peer abuse is 
never acceptable, whatever form it may take.  However, it is important that we have a balanced and 
proportionate response to this whilst, of course, doing all we can to ensure our settings are safe places for 
pupils.  This is a societal issue, but schools and other settings clearly have a very important role to play and 
we have an opportunity here to implement positive change. 
 

You may also be aware that the DfE has responded to the concerns about harmful sexual behaviour / peer 
on peer abuse by requesting that Ofsted undertake an immediate review of safeguarding policies in state 
and independent schools in relation to sexual abuse.  This review will look at whether settings have 
appropriate processes in place to allow pupils to report concerns and to enable them to be confident 
concerns will be responded to in a timely and appropriate way.  Ofsted published the Terms of Reference 
 for the review last week, in which it set out the intention to explore three key areas:  victim’s voice and 
reporting, safeguarding and the curriculum and multi-agency safeguarding arrangements.  
 

The Governing Body have now approved our Harmful Sexual Behaviour/Peer on Peer Abuse Policy for 
publication and it has been added to our school website alongside our other safeguarding and child 
protection documentation. This policy will sit alongside our current Child Protection & Safeguarding Policy 
and demonstrate our commitment to upholding the highest possible standards of protection for the children 
and families in our care. 
 

Waterbottles 
It is very important that children have access to clean drinking water throughout the day 
particularly at this time of year when we start to experience warmer weather. We 
encourage your children to bring in a waterbottle to school which encourages them to 
drink and replace their fluids as the day goes on. Children are also given access to 
drinking water at school to refill their waterbottles once they are empty. However recently 
we have had a number of problems with water being spilt in the classroom mainly 
because some children do not have waterbottles with a sports cap. The school policy is 

that all waterbottles brought into school must have a sports cap to prevent such accidents happening. If 
your child does not have this type of waterbottle can I please ask you to change it as soon as possible. 
Thank you for your support in this matter. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-review-of-sexual-abuse/ofsted-review-into-sexual-abuse-in-schools-terms-of-reference


 

Easter Egg Competition Results 
You will have received a Parent Hub message yesterday from Mrs Antrobus announcing the results of our 
Easter Egg Competition which took place over the Easter holiday period. We had a wonderful response to 
our competition and the standard of entries, as always, was high and hugely creative. Voting was very 
difficult but finally we have whittled it down to our four Year Group winners and our overall winner. The 
Parent Hub message also provides a link to a video of all our entries – well worth a watch! 

 

Congratulations to: 
 

Year 3 - Emily Miller 
Year 4 - Charlotte Wood 
Year 5 - Poppy Taylor-Smith 
Year 6 - Emily Wilkins 

 

Overall winner – Charlotte Wood 
 

 
Well done to everyone who took part and thank you for your enthusiasm! 

 
Finally…. 
Please remember to look out for the Parents’ Evening SchoolCloud letter on Tuesday next week which will 
be sent out via Parent Hub. This will contain all the information you need to book your appointments at the 
end of May. 
 

Please pray for the dry weather to continue next week as some of our Year 5 children prepare to start their 
Bikeability lessons on the playground. 
 
Have a wonderful long weekend – see you on Tuesday (4th May). 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: 
admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

